
Donôt forget to send an email to WhileInPhilly@gmail.com   

if you are interested in signing up for our weekly newsletter!  

 

The newsletter will include:  

- Events going on in Philly  

- Recommendations of places to see 

- New exhibits 

- Coupons and discounts  
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Hey Class of 2013!   

 

We know you have been welcomed to Penn hundreds of times by now and told 

how lucky you are to be going to Wharton.  So instead, we are going to say Wel-

come to Philadelphia!  You are truly lucky to be spending four years in Philly.   

 

We put together this guide because we have had so much fun exploring Philly 

and we want to encourage you to take advantage of the city as well.  We hope 

that you use this guide when youôre looking for something fun to do. 

 

When we first got to Penn we found that we were spending most of our time on 

campus, rarely venturing into Center city or other parts of Philadelphia.  It took 

at least a full semester to begin to venturing off campus.  But we did slowly dis-

cover how much there is to see in such a big city.  From shows and concerts to 

restaurants and museums, there is really something for everyone.   

 

So if you ever have a couple of free hours between classes or you are looking for a 

study-break we encourage you to grab a friend or neighbor and  explore the city.  

You never know what you might discover. 

 

If you are interested in getting email updates of cool things going on in the city 

send an email to WhileInPhilly@gmail.com  to sign up for our weekly newsletter!  

 

The newsletter will include current events going on in Philly, recommendations 

of places to see, new exhibits, and coupons and discounts. 

 

We hope you have as much fun getting to know the city as we have had!  

 

Camilo Maldonado (Wô11) & Nicole Weisenburger (Wô11) 

Editors of Things to Do in Philly Guide  

Transportation:  
 
SEPTA  
www.septa.com/ 
Everywhere! 
 
SEPTA is Philadelphiaôs public transportation service and can be taken virtually any-
where in the city. The fare for a bus or subway ride is 1 SEPTA token which costs $1.45 
and can be purchased on campus in Houston Hall, the College House info centers, Fro-
Gro, and at some stations. Check out their website to plan your trip, find station, and 
learn more. 
 

 
Taxis:  

 
All City Taxi  

(215) 467-6666 
 

Crescent Cab Co. 
(215) 365-3500 

 
Olde City Taxi 

(215) 338-0838  
 

Philadelphia Taxi  
(215) 232-2000  

 
Quaker City Cab 
(215) 728-8000  

 
United Cab Association 

(215) 238-9500 
 

Yellow Cab 
(215) 922-8400  

 
Buses, Subways, Trains:  

 
Amtrak  

1-800 -872-7245 
 

Greyhound/Trailways  
1-800 -231-2222 

 
NJ Transit  

(973) 762-5100 
 

SEPTA 
(215) 580-7800  
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Located in the Manayunk Park and along the Schuylkill River Human Zoom is another 
great place to rent bicycles. Both mountain bikes and road bikes are available to rent 
and demo. Human Zoom also has Snowboards available for rent. 
 
Open Monday-Thursday 10am to 7pm, Friday 10am to 8 pm, Saturday 10am to 6pm, 
and Sunday 10am to 4pm.  
 
 
Philadelphia Mini Golf  
Franklin Square ï 6th and Race Street 
 
The 18-hole Philadelphia-themed mini golf course features 
many local favorites. Itôs a fun way to compete with friends 
and practice your putting skills.  
 
Open Daily ($8 for adults)  
 
 
Schuylkill River & Boathouse Row  
www.schuykillriver.org  
 
The river is about 130 miles long and lies entirely within the state of Pennsylvania. 
There is a multi-use trail along the river that can be used for walking, jogging, bicy-
cling, rollerblading, and other outdoor activities. There are many events that take place 
on the river as well, including Crew Regattas and Dragon Boat Races. The 10 boat-
houses on the east bank of the river make up boathouse row.  
 
 
Strikes Bowling Lounge  
www.strikesbowlinglounge.com/  
Locust between 40th and 41st 
 
Strikes is the local bowling alley at Penn and is conveniently located half a block west 
of 40 th street. If bowling isnôt your forte, they also have billiards, foosball, ping pong, 
and food. 
 
 
University Class of 1923 Ice Rink  
www.business-services.upenn.edu/icerink/#  
3130 Walnut Street 
 
The Ice Rink that is used by both Penn and Drexel's hockey teams is open for public 
skating sessions a few times a week. Its a great place to go for a nearby study break 
with friends.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Animals:  
 
Adventure Aquarium  
www.adventureaquarium.com  
1 Riverside Dr., Camden, NJ 
 
Adventure Aquarium has nearly 200,000 square feet of aquariums and other wildlife 
exhibits and is the perfect place if you like sharks and other marine animals. The 
aquarium is less than a 15 minute cab ride away and also has a great view of center city. 

Open Daily 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ($19.95 for adults)  

 

Philadelphia Zoo  
www.philadelphiazoo.org  
34th and Girard  
 
Americaôs first zoo is home to over 1,800 animals. The Channel 6 Zooballoon provides 
visitors a great view of the city and the $20 million Bank of America Big Cat Falls al-
lows guests to see lions, leopards, jaguars, pumas, and tigers.  

Open March 1stïNovember 1st from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily ($18)  

Open November 2nd ï February 28th from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily ($12.95)  

 

Insectarium  

www.myinsectarium.com  

8046 Frankford Avenue  

 

The Insectarium was founded with the hopes of taking the ickiness out of the bug king-

dom by letting its visitors look at, hold, play with, and even eat insects. But don't worry 

if you don't feel like eating chocolate covered crickets or holding Madagascar hissing 

cockroaches, you can still see Mexican tarantulas, glow-in-the-dark scorpions, a work-

ing beehive, and the collections of exotic butterflies. 

 

Open Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ($7 per person).  

 

 

Comedy:  

 

ComedySportz  

www.comedysportzphilly.com  

2030 Sansom Street 

 

Voted the #1 improv comedy show in Philadelphia for the past 15 years, the Come-

dySportz show features 2 teams competing for both laughs and points. A referee keeps 
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things moving and calls out fouls. Each show has between seven and twelve improv 

games which are all different and all hilarious.   

 

There are two shows every Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. ($12 for students) 

 

Helium Comedy  

www.heliumcomedy.com  

2031 Sansom Street 

 

The Helium Comedy Club brings in all sorts of well known comedians. Septemberôs 

line up features, Adam Ferara (ñRescue Meò), Tony Rock (ñDef Comedy Jamò), Chris-

tian Finnegan (Comedy Central Presents), and Bill Burr (ñOne Night Standò). Tuesday 

nights are OpenMic and FREE. 

 

Check out their website to see who is performing and to buy tickets.  

 

Events:  
 

First Friday  
www.oldcityarts.org/  
Between Front and Third, and Market and Vine Streets 
 
The First Friday night of every month, the neighborhood's 40 -plus galleries stay open 
late (usually until 9pm). The streets fill with art lovers of all kinds. Artists come out to 
sell their work and musicians come out to entertain the visitors. The casual atmos-
phere encourages art and people watching, mingling, and eating at Old City's many 
awesome restaurants.  
 
 
Philadelphia Flower Show  
www.theflowershow.com 
Pennsylvania Convention Center ï 12th and Arch Street 
 
The Flower Show is an annual event held by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. It 
is the worldôs largest indoor flower show and features large scale gardens that are 
judged in a variety of categories.  
 
Open February 28th through March 7 th, Monday ï Friday 10am to 9:30pm, Saturday 
8am to 9:30pm, and Sunday 8am to 6pm (Ticket Prices Not Yet Available)  
 
 
Philadelphia International Auto Show  
www.phillyautoshow.com  
Pennsylvania Convention Center ï 12th and Arch Street 
 

Rittenhouse Square  
www.fairmountpark.org/RittenhouseSquare.asp  
19th and Walnut 
 
The park is one of the five original open-space parks planned by William Penn in the 
17th century and is the heart of the Rittenhouse district in Philadelphia. The park is a 
popular destination for residents to walk their dogs, eat lunch, or just hang out. The 
area around the park has always been a prestigious section of the city and today houses 
some of the cityôs best restaurants, apartments, and stores. The area is also home to the 
Curtis Institute of Music, which is one of, if not the best, music conservatories in the 
world.  
 
 
South Street  
www.southstreet.com/  
Between Front and 7th Street 
 
As one of Philadelphiaôs largest tourist attractions, there is something on South Street 
for every Penn student. Between Front and 7th Streets, South Street is known for its 
free spirited atmosphere and is lined with bars, retailers, restaurants, clubs, adult nov-
elty shops, and tattoo parlors. Many students go for the eclectic shopping experience, 
some go for the atmosphere, but all have fun.  
 
 

Sports:  
 
Drive Sports  
1 Boathouse Row (Next to Lloyd Hall) 
 
Conveniently located along the Schuylkill River, Drive Sports is a great place to rent 
mountain bikes, in -line skates, rollerblades, and various types of child carries.  
 
 
Go Vertical Rock Climbing  
www.govertical.com 
950 North Penn Street 
 
The Go Vertical Gym has 250 different climbing routes and over 190 feet of bouldering 
traverse. There are also beginner classes offered daily. With so many different options, 
there are climbing opportunities for everyone.  
 
Open Monday-Friday 10am to 10pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am to 8pm. (Rates vary 
depending on what you decide to do)  
 
 
Human Zoom  
www.humanzoom.com 
4151 Main Street 
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The market is closed Mondays, but is open Tuesday-Saturday until 5:00 p.m. and is 
also open Sunday mornings. 
 
 
Chinatown  
www.phillychinatown.com  
10th and Arch 
 
Philadelphiaôs Chinatown is very accessible since it is located in Center City and has 
tons of authentic restaurants and shops. The karaoke bars and lounges are also China-
town favorites among students.  
 
 
Pennôs Landing 
www.delawareriverwaterfrontcorp.com  
Columbus Blvd. from Washington to Spring Garden 
 
Pennôs Landing is Philadelphiaôs Waterfront district. The landing hosts over 70 free 
special events, concerts, and festivals throughout the year. It is also home to the Blue 
Cross RiverRink from November through February, which is Phillyôs only outdoor pub-
lic ice rink ($8 for admission, $3 for skate rentals).  
 
 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program  
www.muralarts.org/  
 
Did you know that Philly is the mural capital of the world? Over 2,700 murals decorate 
the buildings, bridges, and parks of Philadelphia. These colorful and culturally rich 
paintings average 35 feet high by 30 feet wide, making Philly a huge outdoor art ex-
hibit! It is likely that while you are exploring Philly you will stumble upon one or two 
but if you are interested in seeing more there is a tour available every Wednesday, Sat-
urday and Sunday ($25 for adults). You can also check out the website and download a 
free map and take the tour on your own. 
 
 
Reading Terminal Market  
www.readingterminalmarket.org  
12th and Arch Street 
 
A large indoor public market with over 80 merchants offering fresh produce, meats, 
fish, flowers, groceries, baked goods, and crafts. The market is a great place to pick up 
fresh groceries if you want to cook a special meal. It is also perfect place to eat specialty 
ethnic foods with friends.  
 
Open Monday ï Saturday 8am to 6pm, Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Visitors get to see the yearôs newest cars as well as many concept cars.  
 

Open January 30th through February 7 th (Times and Ticket Prices Not Yet Available) 

 
 
Restaurant Week  
www.centercityphila.org/life/RWRestaurants.php  
 
Every year, Philadelphiaôs top restaurants offer restaurant-goers a restaurant week in 
the Fall and Spring. During the week, participating restaurants offer three -course din-
ners for only $35 per person. Some also offer three-course lunch for $20. Most restau-
rants post their restaurant week menus on their website. Hundreds of restaurants par-
ticipate but itôs very popular so be sure to make reservations well in advance. 
Opentable.com is a great place to make reservations.  
 
 
Gardens and Parks:  
 
Love Park/JFK Plaza  
www.fairmountpark.org/jfkplaza.asp  
15th and John F Kennedy Blvd 
 
Visit the site of the world famous LOVE sculpture! The park is right across the street 
from the Philly City Hall so it makes a great stop when shopping in or walking around 
center city. During a nice day, it is also a great place to have a picnic so invite your 
friends and bring your camera!  
 
 
Philadelphiaôs Magic Gardens 
www.phillymagicgardens.org  
1020 South Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147 
 
Philadelphia's Magic Gardens showcases the work of  local mosaic artist Isaiah Zagar. 
Located on South Street, the Magic Gardens cover half a city block and include a fully 
mosaiced indoor gallery and an enormous outdoor labyrinthine mosaic sculpture.  
 

Open Daily 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. ($4 for adults or $6 for a guided tour)  
 
 
Bartramôs Garden 
www.bartramsgarden.org/  
54th St. and Lindbergh Blvd  

Bartramôs Garden is Americaôs oldest botanical garden and covers 45 acres with an 8-
acre historic garden area circa 1728. Guided tours are available on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday and the Garden is conveniently located 10 minutes from University City. 

Open from May-December. ($10 for adults or $8 with a student ID)  
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History:  
 
City Hall  
www.phila.gov/property/virtualcityhall  
15th and Market  

 
An architectural masterpiece, Philadelphiaôs city hall was once the worldôs tallest build-
ing and is still the tallest masonry building in existence. This historic building has been 
a symbol of Philadelphia since its completion in 1901, after 30 years of construction. 
 
Tours are offered Monday-Friday at 12:30 p.m. and the observation deck is open to the 
public.  

 
Congress Hall  
www.nps.gov/inde/congress -hall.htm  
6th and Chestnut 
 
Congress Hall was the capital of the United States between 1790 and 1800. This build-
ing is where the House of Representatives and Senate met. It is also the site of George 
Washingtonôs second inauguration and the transfer of power to John Adams as second 
president.  

Open year round, though hours vary by season. (Free admission on a first-come, first-
served basis) 
 
 
Declaration House (Graff House)  
www.nps.gov/inde/declaration -house.htm 
7th and Market  
 
In 1776, Thomas Jefferson rented two rooms in the Graff house to draft the Declara-
tion of Independence while in Philadelphia. The original building was razed in the 
1800ôs but was rebuilt in 1975 and visitors can enter and see the rooms in which Jeffer-
son stayed and wrote the document. 

Hours vary by season (free admission) 
 
 
Elfrethôs Alley 
www.elfrethsalley.org  
2nd St. between Race and Arch 
 
Elfrethôs Alley, built between 1728 and 1836, is one of the only three preserved 18th 
century streetscapes in the country. You can stroll down the alley to see what the city 
used to look like. Or you can go to the museum to learn how ordinary Philadelphians 
lived and worked over the last three centuries.  

The street is always open and free to walk through.  

The museum is open Tuesday ï Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Admission is $5)  

Open Tuesday ï Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Friday until 8:45 p.m.) ($12 for 
students. The first Sunday of each month you can pay what you wish) 
 
 
Rodin Museum  
www.rodinmuseum.org  
22nd and Benjamin Franklin Pkwy  
 
The museum is home to the largest Auguste Rodin collection outside of Paris, over 100 
sculptures and bronze casts including The Thinker. 
 
Open Tuesday ï Sunday from 10am to 5pm. ($5 donation is suggested).  
 
 
Simeone Foundation Museum  
www.simeonefoundation.org  
6825-31 Norwitch Drive, Philadelphia PA 19153 
 
The Simeone Foundation Museum consists of a beautiful display of racing sports cars 
ranging from Ferraris to Bentleys to Mercedes, that all will surely enjoy. The museum 
is simply a 15 minute cab ride away in SW Philly. 
 
Open Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Closed Monday. ($12 for adults or $8 with Student ID)  
 
 
US Mint  
5th and Arch Street 
www.usmint.gov  
 
The Philadelphia Mint is one of the few mints throughout the country that produces 
coins. Self-guided tours allow visitors to learn about the mintôs history, coinage, and 
current programs.  
 
Open Monday-Friday from 9am to 3pm. FREE! We recommend that you do not bring 
a camera, they wonôt let you in if you have one (we hid ours in the bushes when we 
went).  
 
 
Public Spaces:  
 
9 th  Street Italian Market  
www.9thstreetitalianmarket.com  
9th between Fitzwater and Wharton  
 
You may have seen Americaôs oldest outdoor market in the movie Rocky or in episodes 
of the show Hack . The Italian Market is famous for its Italian bakeries, butcher shops, 
delis, restaurants, coffee shops, produce stands, and groceries. Also in the neighbor-
hood are the world-renowned cheesesteak restaurants Patôs and Genoôs, which have 
been serving Phillyôs favorite sandwich for over a half century. 
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it stands in ruin. Year round tours show cellblocks, solitary punishment cells, and Al 
Caponeôs cell. But the Halloween Haunted House is what makes the prison most fa-
mous now. The Haunted House is considered to be one of the top five in the country. It 
is absolutely terrifying but well worth it.  
 
There are numerous different visiting options. Historic Tours are everyday from 10 am 
to 5pm ($8 for students). Twilight Tours are available with dinner on the website.  
 
The Haunted House (Terror Behind the Walls) opens September 18th. Itôs open Week-
nights 7pm to 10pm ($20), Fridays 7pm to 11pm ($25), Saturdays 7pm to 12am ($30), 
and Sundays 7pm to 11pm ($25). Check to see if your college house has discounted 
tickets!  
 
 
The Franklin Institute  
www.fi.edu  
222 N. 20th Street 
  
The Franklin is considered to be the leading museum in science and innovation. The 
Institute has a Planetarium, IMAX Theater and the Franklin Theater. There are many 
permanent exhibits that show visitors a wide range of science concepts. The Institute 
has also be home to numerous outstanding traveling exhibits including, The Titanic, 
Body Worlds, Tutankhamun And the Golden Age, and Galileo: The Medici & The Age 
of Astronomy.  
 
The Science Museum Exhibits are open daily from 9:30 am to 5 pm. The traveling ex-
hibits and theaters are open later so check out the website before you decide to go. 
(Prices vary depending on what you want to see but there are student discounts) 
 
 
Mutter Museum  
www.collyphyphil.org/mutter/asp  
19 S. 22nd Street 
 
Visitors to the Mutter Museum get to see and learn about a wide array of anatomy and 
human medical anomalies. Some examples of exhibits are the Soap Lady, a collection 
of shrunken heads from South America, the tallest skeleton on display in North Amer-
ica, and a plaster cast of the torso of Siamese Twins, Chang and Eng.  
 
Open Daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Admission is $10 for students) 
 
 
Philadelphia Museum of Art (Rocky Steps)  
www.philamuseum.org  
26th and Benjamin Franklin Pwky  
 
The Philadelphia Museum of art is the first and largest art museum in the country, 
with impressive collections of Renaissance, American, Impressionist, and Modern art. 
The museumôs steps are the same steps that are featured in the Rocky Films.  
 

First Bank of the United States  
Walnut between 3rd and 4th 
 
Completed in 1797 this building is an excellent example of early neoclassical architec-
ture. In 1791 Alexander Hamilton first brought up the idea of banking as a way to regu-
late the countryôs national monetary system. 

The building is not open to the public but is a must -see for any Whartonite walking 
through Old City.  
 
 
Franklin Court  
www.nps.gov/inde/franklin -court.htm  
Between 3rd, 4th, Market and Chestnut 
 
This is the site of Benjamin Franklinôs home. The original home was demolished in the 
1800ôs but a frame was erected at the original site. The court contains many exhibits 
about our universityôs founder, including a book bindery and printing office. There is 
also an archaeological exhibit and an underground, multi -media museum. 

Open daily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Free Admission)  

 

Independence Hall  
www.nps.gov/inde/independence -hall -1.htm 
Chestnut between 5th and 6th 
 
This building is the birthplace of our nation. Originally built as the Pennsylvania State 
house, the Independence Hall is where the Declaration of Independence was first 
adopted and where the U.S. Constitution was written.  

Open daily 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Free Admission, but ticket required)  

 

Independence Seaport Museum  
www.phillyseaport.org  
Pennôs Landing 

Learn about the history, science, and art of boats at the many exhibits of museum.  

Admission includes the galleries, a boatbuilding workshop, a Spanish-American War 
Cruiser and a World War II Submarine . 

Open daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ($12 for adults, $7 for students)  

 

Liberty Bell Center  
www.nps.gov/inde/liberty -bell-center.htm  
6th and Market  
 
Visitors get to see the Liberty Bell as well as an exhibit about its origins, history and 
role as an international icon of freedom. For more than 200 years, the bell has been a 
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symbol of freedom around the world.  

Open daily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Free Admission)  

 

Lights of Liberty  
www.historicphiladelphia.org/night/lights -of-liberty/  
6th and Chestnut 
 
Watch an outdoor light and sound spectacular that allows them to experience the 
American Revolution as it happened. 3-D surround -sound headsets and 50-foot im-
ages projected on historic buildings tell the story of our countryôs fight for independ-
ence.  

Reservations are required and shows are held during the spring, summer and fall on 
Friday and Saturday Nights. ($20 for adults)  
 
 
National Constitution Center  
www.constitutioncenter.org  
Independence Mall 
 
The center is the only museum dedicated to the U.S. Constitution and it is one of the 
most interactive history museums in the world. Your day will begin with an amazing 15
-minute presentation on the history of the Constitution and the U.S., after which you 
can browse the exhibits. You will leave feeling like a history buff and proud to be in the 
U.S. This is the kind of place you HAVE to visit while in Philly.  

Open Monday ï Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
and Sunday from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Admission is $12 for adults)  
 
 
National Liberty Museum  
www.libertymuseum.org  
Chestnut Street between 4th and 3rd 
 
The museum is devoted to the celebration of the diversity and freedom we all enjoy in 
America. The center features over 70 exhibits and contains many glass art pieces which 
represent the splendor of freedom and how fragile it really is. 

Open Tuesday ï Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ($5 for students)  
 
 
Movie Theaters:  

Although most students will go to the Bridge to watch movies since it is on campus, 
you may have to go to center city for movies not showing at the Bridge or for different 
movie times. Below is a list of the theaters we recommend for those rainy nights or 
when you are out for dinner and a movie. 
 
 
 

Ritz 5 Movies  
214 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
215.925.7900 
 
Ritz at the Bourse  
400 Ranstead Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106  
215.925.7900 
 
Ritz East  
2nd Street between Walnut and Chestnut 
Philadelphia, PA 19106  
215.925.7900 
 
Roxy Theatre Philadelphia  
2023 Sansom Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103  
215.923.6699 
 
The Bridge: cinema de lux, Philadelphia  
230 S. 40th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215.386.7971 
 
Tuttleman IMAX Theater at the Franklin Institute  
222 North 20 Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19103  
215.448.1111 
 
 
Museums:  
 

The Academy of Natural Sciences  
www.ansp.org 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy.  
 
The oldest natural history museum in the Americas features numerous informative 
exhibitions including over 30 dinosaurs, 35 dioramas of wildlife in Africa and Asia, 100 
live animals, Egyptian Mummies, Marvelous Mollusks, and a Live Butterfly exhibit.  
 
Open Monday ï Friday 10 am to 4:30 pm, Saturday & Sunday 10 am to 5:00  pm. ($10 
for Students) 
 
 
Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site  
www.easternstate.org 
22nd and Fairmont  
The Eastern State Penitentiary was once the most famous prison in the world. But now 
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